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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
— which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

[ j international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 
I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. . With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on ^replacement sheets which have been 

furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ''originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 
I I the international application as originally filed/fiirnished 

[x1 the description: 

pages 1,3-11 as originally filed/fumished 
pages* 2, 2 A,2B received by this Authority on 27 October 2005 with the letter of 27 October 2005 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

jxl the claims: 

pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* 12-14 received by this Authority on 27 October 2005 with the letter of 27 October 2005 
pages* receivedbythis Authority on with the letter of 

[xl tiie drawings: 

pages 1/3-3/3 as originally filed/fumished 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of. 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

4 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not be^ 
— made, smce they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

[ I the description, pages 

[ I the claims, Nos. 

\ I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (5pec(^): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 



Form PCT/IPEA^409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/000881 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-11, 14 


YES 




Claims 


12-13, 15-16 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-11, 


YES 




Claims 


12-14, 15-16 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-16 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Documents cited in the International Search Report; 
Dl : US 4977672 A (HAMILTON), 18 December 1990 

D2: EP 1040873 Bl (L'OREAL), 4 October 2000 

D3: FR 2500282 A (MQNDIN), 27 August 1982 

D4: FR 2802067 A (SEE SA), 1 5 June 2001 

2.1 Noveltvn>n and Inventive StepgS): 

a) Novelty : 

Claims 1-11: Dl is the most relevant document cited in the International Search Report. It does not disclose a 
template for a negative pattern of hair ( see lines 20-22, page 1 and item 13, figure 1 for a definition of a 
negative pattern in the context of the specification). Accordingly Claims 1-1 1 are considered to be novel. 

Claims 12- 13 however, are applicable to a positive pattern template and hence are considered to be not novel as 
compared to Dl. Claim 14 defmes the application of depilatory agent around s haped periphery of the template 
which is applicable to a negative pattern only and thus considered to be novel. 

Claims 15-16 define a template for (suitable fort application of a depilatory agent ... etc. Any known piece of 
flexible sheeting is suitable for the purpose and thus lacks novelty. 

b) Inventive Step: 

Dl discloses a positive pattern template vis-a-vis the claims 1-11,14 which define a system and method of a 
negative pattern template. However, a person skilled in the art when confi-onted with the problem of creating a 
negative pattern of hair (pubic or otherwise) will arrive at the solution without having to use their inventive 
ingenuity with the teachings of Dl and thus Claims 1-11, 14 lack an inventive step over Dl. 

Claims 12-13, 15-16 : See discussions under novelty above. 

2.2 All the claims meet the criteria of Industrial Applicability. 
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a portion of hair. Similarly, a shaped pattern may be 
desired in the hair of the chest- 

In all these applications, the shaping of a well 
defined recognizable pattern by the application of waxes r 
5 razors, creains/ sprays or other depilatory agents is 
awkward. 

It is an object of the present invention to address or 
ameliorate the above disadvantages or to offer a useful 
alternative . 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF UHVEHTION 

Accordingly, in a first broad • form of the invention, 
there is provided a systein for the removal of unwanted hair 
by means of a template and a depilatory agent; said system 

15 adapted to the provision of a pattern by said removal; said 
template in the form of flexible sheeting and wherein the 
shaped periphery of said flexible sheeting defines said 
pattern; arid wherein said depilatory agent is applied to 
said hair exposed around said shaped periphery of said 

20 fleicible sheeting . 



10 . 



Preferably, 



said . unwanted hair includes pubic hair. 



Pref erablyr 



said unwanted hair includes chest hair. 



Preferably, 



said depilatory agent includes razors- 



Preferably, 



said depilatory agent" includes electric 
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shavers . 



Preferably, 



said depilatory agent includes waxes* 



AMENDED SHEET 
iPEA/AU 



Received 

Preferably/ said depilatory agent includes creams. 
Preferably/ said depilatory agent includes mousse. 
Preferably, said depilatory agent includes gels. 
Preferably/ said depilatory agent includes spray-on 
formulations. 

Preferably, application of said depilatory agent 
provides a region of remaining hair substantially 
coextensive with said ten^late. 

In a further .broad form of the invention there is 
provided a method for the provision of a pattern around 
an area of hair by removing a defined portion of said 
area of hair;, said pattern being defined by a boundary 
between removed hair and remaining hair; • said method 
in<5luding the steps of: 

preparing a template defining said pattern, 
application of said template .to said area of hair, 
application of. a depilatory agent* to exposed 
portions of 'said area of hair as defined by said 
template, 

removal of said depilatory agent and said template 
revealing a pattern of remaining hair. 

Preferably, said template comprises flexible 
sheeting provided with a shaped periphery defining said 
pattern. 
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Preferably, said depilatory agent is applied to hair 
exposed around said shaped periphery of said template. 

In yet a further broad fowc^ of the invention there 
is provided a pubic hair patterning template for 
application of a depilatory agent so as to provide a 
shaped region of said pubic hair; said template 
comprising a flexible sheeting- formed with a shaped 
periphery defining said shaped region* 

Preferably,, said depilatory agent is applied around . 
said shaped periphery of said flexible sheeting. 
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1. A system for the removal of unwanted hair by means 
of a template and a depilatory agent; said system 
adapted to the provision of a pattern by said 

5 ■ removal; said template in the form of flexible 
sheeting and wherein the shaped periphery of said 
flexible sheeting defines said pattern; and wherein 
said depilatory agent is applied to said hair 
exposed around said shaped periphery of said 

10 flexible sheeting. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein said unwanted hair 
includes pubic hair. 

3. The system of claim 1 wherein said unwanted hair 
includes chest hair, 

15 4, The system of any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein said 

depilatory agent includes razors* 
5. The system of any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein said 
depilatory agent includes electric shavers. 

e. The system of any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein said 
20 depilatory agent includes waxes. 

7 . The system of any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein said 
depilatory agent includes creams • 

8. The system of any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein said 
depilatory agent includes mousse. 
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9. The system of any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein said 
depilatory agent inclu<Jes gels. 

10. The system of any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein said 
depilatory agent includes spray-on formulations. 

11. The system of any one of claims 1 to 10 wherein 
application of said depilatory agent provides a 
region of remaining hair substantially coextensive 
with said template, 

12. A method for the provision of a pattern around an 
area of hair by removing a defined portion of said 
area of hair; said pattern being defined by a 
boundary between removed hair and remaining hair; 
said method including the steps of: 

(a) preparing a template defining said pattern, 

(b) application of said template to said area of 
hair, 

(c) application of a depilatory agent to exposed 
portions of said area of hair as defined by 
said template, 

(d) removal of said depilatory agent and said 
template revealing a pattern of remaining 
hair. 
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13. The method of claim 12 wherein said template 
comprises flexible sheeting provided with a shaped 
periphery defining said pattern. 

14. The method pf claim 12 wherein said depilatory 
agent is applied to hair exposed around said shaped 
periphery of said template . 

15. Pi pubic hair patterning template for application of 
a depilatory agent so as to prov'tde a shaped region 

.of said pubic hair; said template comprising a 
flexible sheeting formed with a shaped periphery 
defining said shaped region. 

16. The template of claim 15 wherein said depilatory 
agent is applied around said shaped periphery of 
said flexible sheeting; 
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